Highlights

| was reading the other day about Joseph in the book of Genesis. It is a fascinating
story Sold into slavery by jealous brothers, falsely i i so
raised to second in command in all of Egypt because of his faithfulness and the use of the gifts God
had given him to interpret dreams. He then is reconciled to his brothers and family. What a real life
story of someone overcoming adver se Andwakadwihatims and t i1
all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his pur-
pose. 0

The part of the story that really hit me was the dream that Pharaoh had that Joseph inter-
preted. It was the dream foretelling 7 years of famine that was coming into the land after 7 years of
plenty. And it was because Pharaoh acted on Josephoés God i ve
he was in a position to care for his people during the famine. It was a big deal.

Interestingly enough, the Egyptian economy was based on agriculture, which means that fam-
ine in their day equaled economic downturn. So after years of plenty and prosperity, extended eco-
nomic hardship came. That scenario most likely meant that unemployment went up, folks cut ex-
penses and tightened their belts, their 401K5H
mals and land were under strain. Phar aoh pl anned ahead and othe
food for wealth, land, and animals. In other words the one who planned and prepared in times of
plenty was able to survive and even thrive in the times of hardship.

This is a lesson for each of us as individuals and for our churches. The current economic
downturn in our own country has been a tough teacher to many of us as individuals and as a church,
and put some hard strain on many of us. But we are learn-
ing. To that end, | have been so excited by the planning
and discussion in the combined finance committee as they
have been working on a plan to make sure we are in a
strong financial position going forward with savings for
emergencies, a capital improvements fund to help us be
ready for equipment replacement, and then from that foun-
dation, a few years down the road, a plan to help us retire
our debt. You will be hearing a lot more about those plans
in the first of the year and we will be not only asking you to
participate in helping us achieve the vision we believe God
has given us, but will also be trying to provide opportunities
for all of us who need to be better prepared to make the
changes necessary.
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Pastor Tim
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Greeters December Birthdays

Lake Miriam Campus Peter Johnson 12/1 Hannah Bloom 12/17

_ Dale Ellingsworth 12/1 Sharon  Skidmore  12/18

Dec6  John Gril Melissa ~ Champion 12/2 Earl Rutenkroger 12/18

Leslie Grill Steve Stoff 12/2 Corene Brammer 12/19

Dec 13 Davis Holland Cheryl Fennelly 12/3 Margaret Krause 12/19

Ellen Holland Daniel Minter 12/3 Emily Dzvonik 12/19

_ Patrick Fennelly 12/4 Robert  Pleus 12/20

Dec 20  Margaret Huggins Mildred  Dixon 12/6 Joyce  Stratton  12/20

Deanna Rhodes Chris Polonczyk 12/6 Jacob  Kercher 12/21

Dec 27 Lynn Pease Cathy Atkins 12/8 Tyler Sparkman 12/21

Linda Westbrook Cassandra Newman 12/9 Chastity McConnell 12/22

Pamela  Farr 12/10 Christine Methvin 12/23

. . Sara Spires 12/10 Shirley  Dvorak 12/24

December Anniversaries  gieye  Jones 12/11  Pamela Polonczyk 12/26

David Konopnicki 12/11 Arthur Peerson 12/27

Patrick & Connie  Piper  12/3 Armando Rodriguez 12/12 Sandra  Roth 12/29

Richard & Michelle Newman 12/16  Laura Broderick  12/13 Millie Warner 12/30

Tony & Amy Davis  12/19  Raymond Avery 12/13 Layne  Featherngill 12/31

Henry & Lynn Pease 12/27  Holly Kaminski  12/13 Jennifer Hess 12/31

Robert & Julie Kincart 12/28  April Wheeler  12/17 Catherine Kaminski ~ 12/31
Chas & Elinor Pfluger 12/30 Russell Smith 12/17

Do you need prayer or does someone you know need prayer or do you want to pray for someone
else's need? We have many ways you may ask for prayer and receive prayer.

- By email - We have over 150 church folks that every week (sometimes more often if a special need
arises) receive a email with all the prayers requested by our congregations. If you wish to be in-
cluded and receive this email please contact Leslie Grill at leslievgrill@msn.com
- Prayer requests may be submitted directly to Leslie via email or through the website where a

prayer request form is available. You may also submit prayer requests by paper. Those slips are
available in the pews at LMC or at the welcome center at SRC. Place those slips in the offering plate.

- In addition to those above - prayer requests are published in the newsletter and bulletin. Colleen at the church
of fice is in charge of these |ists. Letds all be a part o
church and its needs through prayer. Tap into one or more of the above prayer ministries today.
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Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it
will be yours. Mark 11:24

STEPHEN MINISTRY isi

Hope when you are struggling.
- Are you facing a life change, challenge, and crisis or suffered a loss of any kind? There is
& someone who cares and can walk with you during this time. These caring  and trained minis-
= Christ Caring for People \¢ ters reach out to  hurting people in Christ's name. This confidential ministry provides care
through People ® givers 8 Stephen Ministers - with a heart and a listening ear. If you or someone you know
Stephen Ministry P9] would like a Stephen Minister please call any pastor, Gary or Linda Peach at 644 -3899, Julie
-‘ » k’ﬂ\ b2 Kincart at 559 -8025 or Lynn Simons at 646 -3158 or Dick Booth at 607 -4514.
T T =
A v,

Christ Caring For People Through People
Thank you for all of your cards and prayers in my time of need. -Clara Libey

UMW Circle Meeting-Seekers & Serendipity- There will be a joint meeting on December 6th from 4-@M in the Li-
brary at LMC between Seekers and Serendipity to discuss the merge and to vote on the time and day of the month taoomeet, an
elect officers for the upcoming year.
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Schedule of Events for December 2009:

CHIPS4Christ-SRC 12/1 6:30 PM Middle School Musical-LMC 12/13 9:15 AM
Girl Scout Troop #18-LMC 12/1 6:00 PM Ornament Exchange-SRC 12/13 1:00 PM
UMW Exec. Committee-LMC 12/1 7:00 PM Florida Conference Meeting-LMC 12/14 8:00 AM
Kids Christmas Musical Rehearsal-SRC 12/2 6:00 PM NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 12/14 12:00 PM
SHARE Sign-up-LMC 12/2  6:00 PM Mary Martha Circle-Off Campus 12/14 9:15 AM
Children's Musical Dress Rehearsal-SRC 12/4 5:00 PM gpRrc-LMC 12/14 7:00 PM
Wedding-LMC 12/5  9:00 AM Board of Trustees-LMC 12/15  7:00 PM
Children’s Musical-SRC 12/6 10:45AM Eiorida Conference Meeting-LMC 12/15  8:00 AM
Decorate Church-LMC N 12/6 = 2:00 PM - i s oouts Troop#18-LMC 12/15  6:00 PM
UMW Clr(.:Ie Megtlng-Seekers & Serendipity-LMC  12/6  4:00 PM Christmas Concert-SRC 12/16 7:00 PM
Cooperative Parish Task Force-LMC 127 T:00 PM- 0y i Conference Meeting-LMC 12/16  8:00 AM
Financial Peace University-SRC 12/7 6:30 PM . .

Worship Committee-LMC 12/7  7:00 PM Florida Clionf.er.ence Meeting-LMC 12/17 8:00 AM
Finance Committee-LMC 12/ 7:00 pm StePhen’s Ministry-LMC 12117 7:00 PM
Lunch Bunch-LMC 12/9 11:30 AM Manzi's Music Fall Recital-SRC 12/18

Girl Scouts Troop#551-LMC 12/10 6:00 pM Manzi's Music Fall Recital-SRC 12719

Girl Scout Troop #18-LMC 12711 6:00 pm SHARE Pickup-LMC 12/19  10:00 AM
Breakfast for the Choir-LMC 12/12 8:30 AM Private Event-LMC 12/19  12:00 PM
Breakfast With Santa-SRC 12/12 7:00 AM Family Christmas Dinner-LMC 12/20 5:30 PM
Christmas Cantata Dress Rehearsal-LMC 12/12 10:00 AM Hispanic Evangelical Service-LMC 12/21  7:00 PM
Girl Scouts Troop#18-LMC 12/12 1:00 PM Office Closed today thru Jan. 1st 12/24

Hispanic Evangelical Service-LMC 12/12 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service-LMC 12/24 7:00 PM
Women's Purse Party-SRC 12/12 12:00 PM Christmas Eve Adult Service-SRC 12/24  10:00 PM
Christmas Cantata-LMC 12/13 11:00 AM Executive Team-SRC 12/28 7:00 PM

Reoccurring Events: Important Dates:
Sunday Share-Sign up for the December SHARE order will be on

Wednesday, December 2nd at 6 PM at LMC. Pick up will be

9:00 AM Contemporary Service-SRC on Saturday December 19%th at 10 AM at LMC.

9:15 AM Contemporary Service-LMC Co-op Task Force Meeting -will meet at 7 PM on Monday,
10:45 AM Contemporary Service-SRC December 7th in the Library at LMC.
11:00 AM Traditional Service-LMC Finance -There will be a Finance meeting at 7 PM on Tues-

day, December 8th at the Lake Miriam Campus.

11:00 AM Hispanic Sunday School & Worship-LMC SPRC will hold their monthly meeting at 7 PM on Monday,

5:30 PM Youth-SRC December 14th in the Library at the Lake Miriam Campus.
Monday Trustees will meet at 7 PM on Tuesday, December 15th in

the Library at the Lake Miriam Campus.

12:00 PM Bulletin Deadline Deadlines -Please note that bulletin deadlines are every Mon-

Tuesday day by noon and monthly newsletter deadlines are generally
9:00 AM Staff Meeting-LMC the third Monday every month also by noon. The deadline for

the January newsletter is Monday, December 14th. Please

7:30 PM Contemporary Worship Team-LMC submit any requests by going online to our website at

Wednesday www.scumc.net and going to the communications link and
5:30 PM The FEAST filling out the information submission form. You may also sub-
. . . itah he LMC office.
8:00 PM Hispanic Church Bible Study-LMC mit & hard copy (0 the LMC office
Thursday Christ Campus Members: _December 27 - Sunday Service -
6:30 PM Praise Team-SRC 9:15 AM LMC; 10:45 AM SRC; No Sunday school at LMC, or
9 AM service at SRC or 11 AM service at LMC. Rev. Jack
Saturday

9:00 AM Worship Band-SRC
8:00 PM AA Meeting-SRC
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Worship Teachers for December

9:00 service:
Vikki Capron
10:45 Service:
Heavenods i Kahly Gaesons
Shining Stars i Emily Carson
Cool Christians i Steve McNutt

A BIG thank you to our November teachers, Cheryl Fennelly, April Bloom and Steve and Ashley McNutt.
You guys are a blessing to us!! Thanks for all you do!!

Mary Martha Circle News Discipleship News

Mary Martha Circle will meet on Monday, December 14th We will be offering Financial Peace University on Sunday
at 9:15 AM in the parking lot at LMC. Anna Jackson will afternoons from 4 PM i 6 PM. Justin and Jennifer Pose
be hosting the circle at the parsonage. will be leading this class from January 17" i April 25™,
with 2 weeks off during holy week. The cost of the class
Mary Martha Circle Meatloaf Dinner on January 24th fol- is $100 per couple and scholarships are available for
lowing the worship service at LMC. Cost is $6-Adults, $4- those who need them. If you would like to take this class,
Children and $20 maximum per family. please email Emily Carson at ecarson@scumc.net.
Lunch Bunch Pecan Update!
There is a new location beginning on December 9th in The pecans are in and they are as fresh as could be!

the fellowship hall at LMC. They will continue having Contact any UM Men or John Walton 646-8243 or Rick
their covered dish get togethers on the 2nd Wednesday Smither 644-1189 to get yours. Only $8.00 for a 16 oz.

of each month in the fellowship hall through May 2010 bag of Extra Large Halves for your baking and eating
(Jan. 13, Feb. 10, Mar. 10, Apr. 14, May 12). Come pleasure.

share your favorite dish with us.

FEAST

The last night of the FEAST for this fall is Wednesday, December 9".

Classes for Spring 2010

This spring we are offering classes that we hope will help you on your journey to becoming a fully devoted follower of Christ.
Our spring classes are organized a little differently this year. We will be dividing the spring into two semesters, with a break for
Holy week.

1% Semester: January 13 ™ i March 24th

Alpha 1 This class is an opportunity to explore the Christian faith in a low-key, fun and friendly way. Who is this course for?

People who are interested in investigating Christianity

New Christians

New people to the church looking to connect

Christians who want to brush up on the basics.
Financial Peace University (FPU) 1 A DVD-based class led by Dave Ramsey that teaches you to achieve your financial goals
by eliminating debt and saving for the future. Cost per person/couple is $100. Scholarships are available if needed.
History of Methodism i Rev. Jack will spend 5 weeks on the history of the Methodist church and then, on Ash Wednesday,
begin a Lenten Study to run through Easter.
Service Study 1 What does it mean to love your neighbor? Pastor Tim will lead a study on serving our community that will in-
clude 3 field trips to put feet to our faith.

2" Semester : April 7th i May 19th
201, followed by 301 i 201 is a 4 week class on the spiritual disciplines of time in the word, prayer and tithing and how these
habits can lead us to spiritual maturity. 301 helps you determine what your spiritual gifts are and how they work together with
your personality and experiences.
Evangelism it Do you want to share your faith but dondt know how? Re
and show us how we can become better disciples by sharing the gospel.
Wounds That Heal: Bringing Our Hurts to the Cross . Led by Pastor Tim. This book by Stephen Seamands shows us how
Jesus understands the hurts we experience and can help us heal from them.
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2010 Leaders

Chairperson for Church Council Mike Westbrook

Vice Chair Mary Smither

Lay Member to Annual Conference SRGSandy Moss LMC-Linda Westbrook
Lay Leader SRGGlenda Kaminski LMC-Cindy Caldwell

Combined Pastor Parish Relations Committee

Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012
Keith Grgurich Margaret Hill Larry SkidmoreChair
Beth Cotney Laurie Miles Jack Libey
Terry Caldwell Trish Kercher Dave Konopnicki
LM SRC-Sandy Moss LM LMC -Linda Westbrook Davis Holland
LL SRC-Glenda Kaminski LL LMC -Cindy Caldwell

Combined Committee on Finance

Rick Smither Chair Ira Anderson Rick Smither
Cindy CaldwelLL LMC Glenda KaminskLL SRC Mike WestbrookChurch Council Ch
Kathy Carson Anita MacElhose John Walton
SPRC Representative Trustee Chair
Linda Westbrook .M LMC Sandy Mosd.M SRC

Combined Board of Trustees

Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012
John Walton Andy Bruce Adam Crawford
Lyle Kalkhof Robby Caldwell Kevin Pichon
Lanny Sheffield Floyd Davis Tony Lobozzo
Bruce Servo Henry Pease

Lisa Polonczyk

Committee on Lay Leadership

Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012
Tim CarsonChair
Laura Sheffield Andy Bruce Debi Walton
Nona Dyess Lynn Sheetz Leslie Grill
Dick Booth Charlie Pfluger
LL -SRC-Glenda Kaminski LL -LMC -Cindy Caldwell

Childrends Home Re RutheCargerbtrat i v e

Care Ministry Diane Collis
Discipleship Charlie Pfluger
Ministries Ben Small

Stephends Ministr i RishardBooth
Welcome Cathy AtkinsLMC Elinor PflugerSRC
Worship Sherri LingleLMC Chris WilliamsSRC



Upcoming Christmas events:

December 6- Children's Musical, SRC 10:45 AM
December 6- Decorate Churci.MC

December 12- Breakfast with Sant8RGS8 - 10 AM
December 13 Middle School Musical at 9:15 AM
December 13 Angel Tree Gifts Due TODAY!
December 13 Cantata at 11:00 AMLMC

December 13 Ornament Exchange at 12:30 BRC
December 16 Christmas Concei$RG7 PM
December 20 Happy Birthday Jesus PatSRC
December 20 5:30 PMFamily DinnerLMC
December 24 Christmas Eve Service 7:00 PM LMC
December 24 Christmas Eve Service 10:00 PM SRC
December 27- Sunday Service9:15 AM-LMC
December 27- Sunday Service 10:45 AISRC
December 27- No Sunday school at LMC
December 27- No 9 AM service at SRC

December 27- No 11 AM service at LMC.




