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Have you ever had one of those moments when you knew that God was speaking to you
and directing you? I mean the kind where you are pretty darn sure that what popped into your
head was directly from the Holy Spirit. Those overt moments are pretty rare for me and so I
try to pay special attention to them.

Let me chase a rabbit for a minute and tell you that when I was a younger Christian and
I would have one of those moments, I would almost immediately go out and act on them. It
didn’t take me too long to figure out not everything I think is from God really is. And so now |
try to be very intentional about going through a discernment process. I think if God wants to
drop something into my head, He can confirm it to me through the counsel of Scripture and
others. Idid this on this occasion as well.

Sometime in the middle of October, in the middle of my quiet time, I had the thought
that I should invite Julie Kincart to come and join our staff on a volunteer basis to help us to
make sure that we are integrating care and emotional health and healing into the life of our
church. You will have to trust me when I tell you that before that thought came to me it was
not something that was on my radar. And my first reaction was that Julie had too many things
going on with her family to even consider my request. My thought was that if I had to discern
where this came from, then Julie should have the opportunity to discern right along with me.
So I met with her and we talked it over and after about a month of prayer and conversation she
has agreed to serve. I am very excited about what her presence will mean for our church and
to see the fruit of what God will do with her willingness to serve.

On another note of change, I am saddened by Michelle and Ryan Taylors decision to

step down as our Youth Directors. While I don’t like having them leave, I think they are doing
it for good reasons and I support them in it. We will keep you informed of Staff Parish’s
progress on this issue.

Pastor Tim




January Greeters January Birthdays

. Nancy  Hurley 1/1 Ryan Schou 1/6 Jim Smith 1/19
Lake Miriam Campus Jennie  Otto 1/1 Lois Walton  1/7 Charles Bennett 1/23
Jan3 UMW Members Robbie Waller  1/1 James Walton 1/8 April Bloom 1/24
Steve Kaminski 1/2 Terry Carter 1/9 Eric Chaney 1/24

nl
Jan 10 UMW Members Steven  Myers 1/2 Larry Skidmore 1/9 Winnie Dean 1/24

Jan 17 UMW Members
Jan24 UMW Members

Thomas Leab 1/10 Douglas Phillips 1/24
Gary Peach 1/10 Lisa Polonczyk 1/24

Abraham Bosch 1/11 Virginia  Stoff 1/24

Jan 31 UMW Members Elinor  Pfluger 1/12  Todd  Konopnicki 1/25
January Anniversaries Lu_cy Ure 1/13 R.E.. Cobb 1/27
Alisa Anderson 1/13 Eubie  Foust 1/27

Eric & Kim Chaney 1/4 S, Ellenor Holland 1/14 Matthew Manzi 1/27
Daniel & Barbara ~ Hunt 1/4 Carmela Myers  1/14  Ron Wiliams ~ 1/27
Steve & Susan Wade  1/12 5 ey Richard Booth  1/15  Amy  Davis 1/28
Thomas & Barbara Grgurich 1/20 C&perecver ’)M///’] George Earley  1/15 James Edwards 1/30
Wiliam & Barbara  Hess 122 "0 CPewdss T eo Lacy 1/15  Susan Kiefer 1/30
Michael & April Wheeler 1/22 /@;\ “ Elma  Davis 1/16  Whitney Skidmore 1/30

Do you need prayer or does someone you know need prayer or do you want to pray for someone else's need?
We have many ways you may ask for prayer and receive prayer.
- By email - We have over 150 church folks that every week (sometimes more often if a special need arises) re-
ceive a email with all the prayers requested by our congregations. If you wish to be included and receive this
emalil please contact Leslie Grillat  leslievgrill@msn.com.
- Prayer requests may be submitted directly to Leslie via email or through the website where a prayer request
form is available. You may also submit prayer requests by paper. Those slips are available in the pews at LMC
or at the welcome center at SRC. Place those slips in the offering plate.
- In addition to those above - prayer requests are published in the newsletter and bulletin. Colleen at the church
of fice is in charge of these |lists. Letds all be a part o
church and its needs through prayer. Tap into one or more of the above prayer ministries today.

Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it
will be yours. Mark 11:24

STEPHEN MINISTRY isl

| Hope when you are struggling.
.- Are you facing a life change, challenge, and crisis or suffered a loss of any kind? There is
] someone who cares and can walk with you during this time. These caring  and trained minis-
!,f_} SRR NI PR ters reach out to  hurting people in Christ's name. This confidential ministry provides care -
&\\'r : through People £ givers & Stephen Ministers - with a heart and a listening ear. If you or someone you know
P s“""‘:‘ M"“ft"y '] would like a Stephen Minister please call any pastor, Gary or Linda Peach at 644 -3899, Julie
’ | sl . 2 Kincart at 559 -8025 or Lynn Simons at 646 -3158 or Dick Booth at 607 -4514.

@) “i ! =) "‘? Christ Caring For People Through People
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Schedule of Events for January 2010:

Worship Committed MC 1/4 7:00 PM NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 1/18 12:00 PM
Girl Scout Troop #1BMC 1/5 6:00 PM Board of Trustees MC 1/19 7:00 PM
UMW Exec. CommitteeMC 1/5 7:00 PM Emily Carson Small Gro&RC 1/22 6:30 PM
Emily Carson Small Gro@&RC 1/8 6:30 PM Women's Retreat.eesburg 1/22 All Day
Bazaar Workshop/ScrapbookiyIC ~ 1/9  1:00 PM Mary Martha Meatloaf Dinner SetdpMC 1/23  All Day
Emmaus Reunion GrotfRC 1/10 1:30 PM Rummage SalsRC 1/23 7:30 AM
Financial Peace University Previ8RC 1/10 12:30 PM Women's Retreat.eesburg 1/23 All Day
Celebrate Recovery Traink&RC 1/22  7:00 PM Mary Martha Circle Meatloaf DinnéiMC 1/24 12:30 PM
Finance Committe&MC 1/12  7:00 PM Women's Retreat.eesburg 1/24 All Day
Lunch BuncibMC 1/13 11:30 AM Executive TearSRC 1/25 7:00 PM
Girl Scouts Troop#5591IMC 1/14 6:00 PM Celebrate Recovery Traink8RC 1/26 7:00 PM
SWATSRC 1/15 6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #1BMC 1/26  6:00 PM
Joint CeOp DiscussichMC 1/18 7:00 PM Girl Scouts Troop#551IMC 1/28 6:00 PM
Mary Martha CircléFH 1/18 9:30 AM

Reoccurring Events: Important Dates:

Sunday
9:00 AM Contemporary Service-SRC
9:15 AM Contemporary Service-LMC
10:45 AM Contemporary Service-SRC
11:00 AM Traditional Service-LMC

11:00 AM Hispanic Sunday School/Worship-LMC

5:30 PM Youth-SRC

Monday
12:00 PM Bulletin Deadline

Tuesday

9:00 AM Staff Meeting-LMC

7:30 PM Contemporary Worship Team-LMC
Wednesday

5:30 PM The FEAST starting January 13th
8:00 PM Hispanic Church Bible Study-LMC

Thursday
6:30 PM Praise Team-SRC

Saturday
9:00 AM Worship Band-SRC
8:00 PM AA Meeting-SRC

Share-Sign up for the January SHARE order will
be on Wednesday, January 6th at 6 PM at
LMC. Pick up will be on Saturday January 30th at
10 AM at the Lake Miriam Campus in the FH.
Joint Co -Op Discussion -The 2 committees from
SRC & LMC will meet together to discuss the deci-
sion to merge or dissolve the co-operative parish
on January 18th at 7 PM in the Library at LMC.
Finance -There will be a Finance meeting at 7 PM
on Tuesday, January 12th at LMC.
Trustees will meet at 7 PM on Tuesday, January
19th in the Library at the Lake Miriam Campus.
Deadlines -Please note that bulletin deadlines are
every Monday by noon and monthly newsletter
deadlines are generally the third Monday every
month also by noon. The deadline for the February
newsletter is Monday, January 18th. Please submit
any requests by going online to our website at
www.scumc.net and going to the communications
link and filling out the information submission form.
You may also submit a hard copy to the LMC of-
fice.
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Mary Martha Circle News

1 Mary Martha Circle will meet on Monday, January
18th at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall at LMC.

1 Mary Martha Circle Meatloaf Dinner on January 24th
following the worship service at LMC. Cost is
$6-Adults, $4-Children and $20 maximum per family.

DEIE]

Save the

Yes, it seems crazy, but we have scheduled our VBS for
July 26th - 30th, so as you begin to look forward to your
summer, save that date for a week of fun and learning
about Jesus!!

Help Us!

If your child uses the nursery, preschool room or
clubhouse at Shepherds, please be sure that everything
they play with is cleaned up. We are having a lot of
problems with supplies being used, floors being stained
and general messiness. Thank you. Emily Carson

Summer Camp Registration

Our kids will be going to the Warren Willis Methodist
Summer Camp the week of June 21st - 26th. This camp
is for rising 4th graders through seniors and the cost is
$350.00 per child. Kids from our church attend every year
and have had wonderful experiences every time!
Registration is currently open at warrenwilliscamp.org. If
you register your child, please let Emily Carson know, so
that we can coordinate transportation when the time
comes. If you have questions about the camp, please
email Emily at ecarson@scumc.net.

Club 56

We are taking a field trip to Winter Jam and we'd love for
you to join us! Winter Jam is a Christian concert featuring
artists such as Third Day, Newsboys, Newsong and
Tenth Avenue North. Winter Jam will be Saturday,
January 16th, from 6 PM-10 PM at the St. Pete Times
Forum. Cost is $10.00 a ticket. If you would like to come
with us as a chaperone, please let Steve or Ashley
McNutt or Emily Carson know. Thanks!

Lunch Bunch

Will be meeting in the fellowship hall of LMC on
Wednesday, January 13th at 12 PM.

Seekers/Serendipity

UMW's Seekers and Serendipity Circles have combined
and will begin meeting on the 4th Monday of each month.
The first meeting will be on Monday, January 25, 2010 at
7:30 PM in the Library/Chapel. All women are welcome.

Thank Youl!

We are extremely
concerns during our time of need.

Steve & Ashley McNutt

grateful

Thank you for your prayers, cards, calls and concerns

during my recent knee surgery. Marilyn & | are truly

blessed to be part of such a loving and caring family.
Nelson Kimball

2010 Bazaar

Our 2009 bazaar was very successful, raising over $2,000. Our thanks to all those involved in creating items, helping
with workshops, setup and working the day of the bazaar. We hope to make our 2010 bazaar even bigger. Sandy Moss
and Linda Westbrook will co-chair this event and we are setting up workshops each month. The first is tentatively
scheduled for January 9 at 1:00 PM. Please join us then and if you have a craft to share bring it. If you aren't "crafty” we
need you to help get the projects finished.

Bazaar Workshops & Scrapbooking

Bazaar Workshops will start at 1 PM and Scrapbooking at 3 PM on January 9th. If you have questions, please contact

Cindy Caldwell 644-1497.

Contribution Envelopes

Envelopes for 2010 are available for pick up in the Narthex at LMC. PLEASE do not use these until Jan 3rd. If you do not
see envelopes with your name and you would like some please contact the office.

Give the Gift of Christian Care

Jesus affirmed the Old Testament teaching to "love your neighbor as yourself" (Leviticus 19:18). There are many ways to
do this: give someone a ride to church, teach a Bible Study class, mow someone's lawn, volunteer at Elder Services or
one of the local shelters. Stephen Ministry is another important, tangible way to show God's love to others. Stephen
Ministers are God's representatives who bring His love to those who are hurting. Is God calling you to reach out to those
who are hurting? Consider serving as a Stephen Minister. A new training class will be beginning on January 13th at
Hope Lutheran Church in Plant City. For more information please call Lynn Simons at 660-4379 or Dick Booth at

813-905-5033.

f
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The FEAST Starts January 13th!!

This winter we are offering classes that we hope will help you on your journey to becoming a fully devoted follower of
Christ. Our winter classes are organized a little differently this year. We will be dividing the winter into two semesters,
with a break for Holy week. Please come join us.

January 6th Beef Roast, Mashed Potatoes, Mixed Vegetables Salad Dessert A-F
January 13th Chicken and Dumplings, Collard Greens, Cornbread, Salad Dessert G-L
January 20th Choice of Soups, Sandwiches , Salad Dessert M - R
January 27th Beef Stew, Rolls, Salad Dessert S-Z

To all my Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Thank you for all your support and encouragement as | take on the task of coordinating and cooking the Wed.
Night Feast. | pray that each meal served is a blessing from Ted and | to all of you and that God will guide me to make
our Wed. night dinners delicious and to your liking.

| would like to encourage everyone to invite a friend or neighbor to our dinners as well as people at church who
may not be attending the feast, or are new to our congregations. This is a wonderful time to fellowship and get to know
the people we see briefly on Sunday.

If you are interested in volunteering for support with this ministry through serving meals and helping with clean-
up please email me at jjones397 @tampabay.rr.com, or if you have any suggestions for meals.

Cost will remain $5.00 per person or $20.00 per family.

Thanks Again and God Bless you,

Judy Jones

Classes for Winter 2010
You may register for classes at www.scumc.net

1*' Semester: January 181 March 24th
1 Alpha — This class is an opportunity to explore the Christian faith in a low-key, fun and friendly way. Who is this course for?

3 People who are interested in investigating Christianity

3 New Christians

3 New people to the church looking to connect

3 Christians who want to brush up on the basics.
1 Financial Peace University (FPU}- A DVD-based class led by Dave Ramsey that teaches you to achieve your financial goals
by eliminating debt and saving for the future. Cost per person/couple is $100.00 Scholarships are available if needed.
1 History of Methodism — Pastor Jack will spend 5 weeks on the history of the Methodist church and then, on Ash Wednesday,
begin a Lenten Study to run through Easter.
1 Wounds That Heal: Bringing Our Hurts to the Cross Led by Pastor Tim. This book by Stephen Seamands shows us how
Jesus understands the hurts we experience and can help us heal from them.

2" Semester: April 7thi May 19th

1 201, followed by 301 201 is a 4 week class on the spiritual disciplines of time in the word, prayer and tithing and how these

habits can lead us to spiritual maturity. 301 will help you determine what your spiritual gifts are and how they work together with

your personality and experiences.

1 Evangelism— Do you want to share your faith but don’t know how? Pastor Jack will lead this study that takes the fear out of

sharing our faith and show us how we can become better disciples by sharing the gospel.

1 Service Study— What does it mean to love your neighbor? Pastor Tim will lead a study on serving our community that will in-

clude 3 field trips to put feet to our faith.

T As always, there are lots of fun kidds activities during

1  We will also be offering Financial Peace Universityon Sunday afternoons from 4pm — 6pm. Justin and Jennifer Pose will be
leading this class from January 17" — April 25™, with 2 weeks off during holy week. The cost of the class is $100.00 per couple
and scholarships are available for those who need them. If you would like to take this class, please email Emily Carson at ecar-
son(@scumc.net.
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Shepherdés Community UMC
2165 Shepherd Rd. Lakeland, FL
(863)7017171
Christ UMC
745 Lake Miriam Dr. Lakeland, FL
(863)7017171

Rummage Sale

Saturday, January 23
When youdre cleaning out from Christmas, save that stuff!
Christmas. Larger items need t eappessiblé byappdiniment.tForenorvief@erka- o f ¢

tion contact: Cindy Carson at 944-0976, clcarson@tampabay.rr.com or Judy Jones at 648-2819,
jjones397 @tampabay.rr.com .

SW.A.T

Womendés MiTheiSEWMCYS!W.A.T. Team cordially invites you to kick-of f our Womendés Ministr
ary 15", to look back at our fall retreat, and ahead to the year to come. Join us in looking ahead as God encourages us

al | to ACome Back to Lif{BOW.A.T. StaVmds TfomMme@mephegl @dds Wol
womends ministry on the Chéphédsd cRmpdscammends ministry
participate in. Women of every campus are invited to both ministries . . . wherever God would lead you! )

The Leesburg Ladies

The weekend of January 22-24, 2010 has been chosen to attend the Leesburg Women's Retreat this year. Please com-
plete your forms and give them to Heidi Leab by January 3, 2010. In order for us to be housed together, all forms need to

be submitted together, so it is important that Heidi has all of the forms by January 3. If you have questions, please con-
tact Cindy Caldwell, 644-1497.
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