Highlights

From Pastor Tim...

March 2f'is an important date in the life of our cooperative parish. That is the day that the combined Church Council ha
set for our vote on which direction you want the cooperative parish to take in the future. Here again are the optitinsayeuomi
the ballot and why these are the options.

First, according to our United Methodist Book of Discipline, (the official rule book of the church) only the Bishop and
Cabinet (the District Superintendants) can create or dissolve a cooperative parish. That means any vote we take avitbdedorw
our District Superintendant, Rev. Sharon Austin, as our recommendation to the Cabinet as the course of action we tudk they s
take. We have been regularly updating Rev. Austin on the progress of the process we have been following.

Second, according to our United Methodist Book of Discipline, no congregation can vote on a merger without being pre
sented with a plan for that merger. The Church Council determined that in our case any merger plan would have to be-comprer
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and how it would function. So decisions would have to be outlined as to where would this new church meet, if we wereegoing t
one campus, which one, or perhaps both? Would we ask for one or two appointed Pastors, and if one, would we reghest one o
current pastors? What would our staffing be? How would we handle the debt issues between the churches? What would our v
ship schedule be so that we could accommodate both the traditional and contemporary services we now have? And those are
some of the big questions, and there are thousands of little ones. The Council recognized that this was going tdrbe dmth a t
suming and painful process for both churches to engage in, so they have decided to break our Dissolve or Merge vatigiato two
The first step of that vote is set for March'21

Therefore, the ballot on the 2Will have two choices. One option is to dissolve the cooperative parish and go back to be-
ing two individual churches. If that vote passes we will forward that recommendation onto the DS and once we haveigetten cab
approval, will set a timeline and plan for dissolving. Council will be working in the interim to figure out the variasthaswvill
face us as we dissolve. The second option would be to continue the process and form a committee of people from botthohurches
will develop a comprehensive plan for merger. If this vote passes then we will inform the DS of the decision and Cloiorail wil
a committee to develop a plan. The estimated timeline for the completion of that task is in time to vote on mergénamoJater
ary 2011.

Let me say a word about voting. The Council approved that only mem=
bers of either church present that day will be eligible to vote. Here is why they
voted that way. According to the Discipline, a vote for merger can only be done
in a called Charge or Church Conference, (a Charge or Church conference|lisia
District Superintendant sanctioned official business meeting of the church. At a
Charge Conference only Council members present can vote, at a Church Confer-
ence any member present can vote.) So, in order to be consistent with what the
rules would be if we were to vote for merger next January, the Council applied the
same rules to this vote, even though a Charge or Church Conference is not re-
quired. We will be receiving new members on March, #hd anyone interested
in joining should contact the church office before Marth 7

Your job, between now and the vote, is to be in prayer to try to discern
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everyone in the cooperative parish to set aside Friday, Maftark219' as fast-
ing days. Please fast from sup to suadown on those days and spend the time
you would usually use for whatever you are fasting from to pray that God would
give us discernment to know His will and the courage to do it. | believe that if we
ask, God will reveal to us the way that we are to proceed.



